LETTER IV. 


From Capt. THOMAS » to Miss LUCY LOVEGROVE*. 
A forrowful Voyage—Return to the Continent. 





Heap Quarters, Covrtray, 
March 5, 1794- 


AH! why did ambition take poft in my breaft, 
Why dazzle my eyes with her tinfelly charms? 
Belov’d by my Fair I fupremely was blett, [arms. 
Till the files of a Prince lur’d me, Fool! from her 


Thus mufing, I dwelt with a Hermit’s devotion, 
On the rapturous pleafures fo lately we knew, [ocean, 
While the fhip plough'd its courfe o’er the turbulent 
And Lucy’s fair image was torn from my view. 


Ah then, how I long’d for a pipe and.a.crook! 

Some lambs, and my charmer to penn them at night : 
The pomps of this world in my thoughts I forfook, 

And fancied a fhepherd’s a life of delight. — 


My pencil I {natch’d, and compos’d fiuich a Sonnet! 
A Sonnet on Abfence, addrefs’d to thy Fair; 
When Lotus gave at one puff—fie upon it, 
My wonderful effort of genius to air. 


And perhaps "is as well, for fo moving a ftrain, 
Mutt have clearly brought on your hyfterics again. 


Perchance, by fome Mermaid remov'd to their palace, 
"Twas ferv'd up to Neptune and fair Amphithrite, 
And muft fure, if cone *d over without {pleen or malice, 

Have giv'n, to their } Majefties wond’rous delight. 


© The fubfequent ete ax me invaaby from the Aid-de-Camp, to 
Mifs high ‘ 


+ 
’ 
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Such ans!—and fuch ous! fo pathetic, fubhime! 
(Tho’ bordering a little, I own on the whine ;) 
Great Crusca himfelf would have worfhip'd the rhyme, 
And Yenpa in raptures, have hail’d it divine : 
Mild Yenpa! in Sonnets allow’d to excell, 
As Aroxxo’s declar’d, thro’ his High Prieft Joun Bri. 


By the cry of Oftend I was rous’d from my trance, 
And the frigate beheld to the fhore drawing near ; 

‘Phe Duke gave his ordefs poft hafle to advance, ' 
And in fafety a very few hours brought us here. 


At fight of old meffmates, forgive the fenfation, 
I felt ev'ry forrow and care hufh’d to ref, 
Away to the winds went each figh of vexatian, 
And the HEro confpicuous again ftood confefs'd. 


To my favourite mules I paid won’rous attention, 
Rejoic’d to behold them recover’d once more; 

When we parted, you've often with grief heard me mention 
The ftate of their backs, gall’d.and terribly fore. 


Advance when we may, you perceive we're prepar ‘dy 
Ammunition de bouche, ammunition de guerre: 

_ The fatigues of the battle are fooneft : 

By the aid of good liquors and ext 


t 





Vie. 


On that head they'll give us no caufe e ae NY 
Nay, ‘we mean to improve on our former* ea 
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Cheer up then, my girl, hang repining and forrow, 
We foldiers in love to a proverb are true, 
Should my heart be affail’d by new beauties to morrow, 


T'would brave all tzacks, Sor it yielded to you. 


Still Venus, dear Goddefs! 1 ail at thy fhrine, 

Still dwell on thy joys tho’ the drums loudly rattle, 
Stern Mars, I can never entirely be thine, 

But on Lucy shall think in the heat of the battle. 


fick and wounded. How many poor wretches in 1793, were dragged 
for miles in miferable Elemifh carts, conftruéted upon the moefl awk- 
ward principles; pieced in one of which, a man even in highthealth, 
would feel every joint nearly diflocated, as he was jolted over the pawed 
roads. wa: saaieabons hee sheen the fufferings of our fellow creatures, 
fmarting under the excruciating torments of gunsfhot wounds! A fur~ 
ther improvement might be made upon thefeineflimable Waggons, by con- 
ftruing them fo as to ‘letdown atithe fides, and ‘by taking a hintfrom 
our enemies. The French have inthe moh, siiaconaean 
Hofpitals, (Hopitaux Ambulants) where the fi have their medi~ 
‘cine-chefts and inftraments arranged. acks are flung one 
above another along the fides, forming births fomething fimilar to thole 
‘on board the En: Boats, no matter how clofe, - provided the 
patients do not to In thefe large covered Waggonsia« 

of wounded men can be comfortably accommodated, and the fargeons 
perform the niceft operations if neceflary, the body of the carriage 
being fufpended upon well-conftruged {prings, fo that little or no in- 
convenience arifes from motion. 

In 1793, the foldier was loaded like viendo, carrying ona march, 
his'tent-poles, camp-kettle, and canteens, as well as the knapfack, hayer- 
fack, and blanket. Wetook a ufeful Icffon from the Auftrians, and 
removed the kettles and poles to the backs of the: beafts of burthen, 
sury of the Auftrian Great Cout had alfo been attended to in 1794, 
and that u 45 wena stig 4 the Britifh Soldier, was 


i Mi was in spl eicen tp: comiolebel 
~~ Ma a yaw Saty fome trivial fkirmithes 
26th, nee igs of Major Ramsay's Corps, (called the 
ed at the oe Courtray; by 250 of 
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repulfed with confiderable flaughter, and 40 prifonerstaken. On the 
a6th, the Britifh marched from Courtray, and were cantoned at Hannon, 
St. Amand, and the neighbourhood. The Auftrians at the fame time, 
had advanced to Le Cateav. On the 27th, their out-pofts were attacked 
in force, and on the firlt onfet obliged to fall back; when two Battalions 
from the main body moving forwards, fupported by a {quadron of ca- 
valry, the French were repulfed with confiderable lofs, ftated at 584 
killed, 60 prifoners, and 5 pieccs of cannon. The King of Pruffia at 
this period, to the aftonifhment of all Europe, iffued orders to his army 
to retreat, leaving only 20,000 men (his contingent) atthe Emperor’s dif- 
pofal, and the van of his army had a@ually filed off towards Cologne. 

This manceuvre had the defired effet, upon the Britifh Cabinet as they 
immediatelyclofed with the demand this wilyMonarch made upon them for 
an enormous fubfidy (£.1,200,000.) In return for which, be faithfully 
promifed to fend intothe ficld againft the common Enemy, go,000 ef- 
feétive men, 32,000 to co-operate with the army under his Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of York + 20,000 to be in the pay of the Emperor, and 
the remaining 38,000 to aét with the reft of the Pruffians on the Upper 
Rhine. 

On the 8th of April, accounts were received from Count Welmoden, 
that the enemy having fuprized the Heflians, between Wervicke and 
Ypres, got behind the Hanoverian Picquets, and cut off their retreat; 
but a reinforcement arrivi Menin, they were driven back, and 
forced to recrofs the Lys. The Hanoverians loft g officers, and 143 
men, who were {wept off from their out-pofts. 

On the oth, the Britifh approached Valenciennes, and the guards were 
cantoned in a village within two miles and a half of that fortrefs, called 
St. Leger: onthe soth, they moved to Vondcgigs fur l’Efcaillon, be- 
tween % Qeefoot and Le Cateau Cambrefis, 


FT 


LETTER V. 


Heao Quarters, Catxau, April 20,1794. 


Imperial Revieww—Opening the Campaign—Succefsful Attacks—Head Quarter 
in Flames—Invefiiture of Landrecies. 


DEAR Lucy! how much ‘twill rejoice you to hear, 
With a vi&tory, girl, we've commenc’d our career, 
The Emperor himfelf, the great Carmagnole teazer, 
The conquering defcendant of Conqueror Czfar! 
Whofe prefence we're told makes his enemies * tremble, 
Came poft to beliold the invaders aflemble. 
His intention expreffing the truncheon to weild, 
And lead his brave Veterans forth to the field; 
Announcing his with ai! the troops to review, 
And to brufh up our men, gave us fomething to do, 
Believe me, was even a Barry to paint 
The fcene that enfued, his rich tints would feem feint. 
And the pen of a Cowper could fcarcely convey 
An idea of fuch a refulgent difplay, } 
As the different nations in battle array. 5 
A Cowper! I figh as my pen forms a name, 
By his merits adyanc’d in the annals of fame; 
Whole mind richly ftor’d to perfeétion arriv’d, 
And then, weep.ye nine, was.of jadgment depriv’d! 
Meo ts eae BCR 
. * When the Emperor arsived on the gth of April at Bruffels, the Mu- 
icipality prefented the keysof the City co his Majefty, at the Gate of 
Louvain, on which bad beea previoully affixed in large charaGters, this 
infcription, va frement Galli,” 

VOL. 11. ' c 
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The Britifh were form’d near the town of Cateau*, 
Contributing fully their fhare to the thew. 

Near Valenciennes the right of our cavalryt join'd 
The Keyfirlicks under Prince Conoure combin’d; 
Who thence bearing down by the Scheldt for Condé, 
Completed the Cordon tow’rds Lille and Cambray, 
While Zaunwitz from Bavais extended his line, 

With intention the French in Maubeuge to confine. 
So numerous a force was fure never beheld, 

As appear’d on the banks of the Sambret and Scheldt. 


* Onthe x6th of April, the Britith moving from Vandegies and its 
vicinity, towards Le Cateau Cambrefis to take the field, halted, and 
forming about four in the afternoon, were reviewed by the Emperor: 
after which they advanced to the ground which had been previoufly 
marked out for their encampment, on the heights heyond Le Cateau, 
pitching their tents about midnight. The cay were without their 
due allowance of tents the two or three firft days, and were ordered 
this Campaign to carry two days forage amftead of one, as they had 
done in 1793, the hay, made up after the manner of the Auftrians, ba- 
lanced on cach fide of the horfe, inftead of being packed up neatly be- 
hind, This might perhaps fave the Commiflaries trouble and expence; 
but it certainly was extremely inconvenient to the rider, and the horfes 
being at all times overloaded, by no means relithed this additional burthen 
impofed upon them. 

+ Confifting of the following regiments of heavy Cavalry; Royal 
Horfe Guards or Blues; 1{t, or King’s Dragoon Guards; 2d ditto; gd 
ditto ; gth ditto; 6th ditto, or Carabincers; aft Dragoons or Royals; ad 
ditto or Scotch Greys 3; 6th ditto or Inifkillings «and of light regiments 3 
the 7th or Queen’s own; 11th ; agth or Kings; awd 16th or Queens; 
augmented afterwards by the 8th and rgth, on the Irith Eftablifhment. 

} At the commencement of this Campaign, the totalftrength of the. 
grand army under his Imperial Majefty, was compated at 187,000 
men; viz. 15,000 Dutch, and as many Auftrians, under the tbe command of 
the Hereditary Prince of Orange and General La Tour, intended to form 
the befieging army of Landrecies, g0,coo Britifh and Auftrians, under — 
the command of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, to a& as a 

‘covering army to the Befiegers towards Cambray.. The Emperor was 
at the head of the main body of the Auftrians, ee ee 
22,000 Heflians and stad under the command of 


te 
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At length from the left approach’d Francis the Second, 
His attendants fo numerous they {carce could be reckon’d; 
With great condefcenfion, as points of {words droop’d, 
His head to his faddle tree frequently ftoop'd. 

But let me endeavour before you to bring 

This double-crown'd hero, this Emp’ror and King. 
Whofe fubjeéts all eager to crouch at his feet, 

Worthip veins with rich blood of the Romans replete. 
Of diminutive ftature, eyes funk in his head, 
Refémbling a Mercury’s moulded in lead. 

With fwarthy complexion and pitiful mien ; 

Judge befide him to how much advantage was feen, 
With the form of a hero, and ftrength of roaft-beef, 
Great Freperick! our noble Commander in Chief! 

At Windfor our deeds will I hear be exprefs’d 

By the flaming hiftorical pencil of W4£—1, 

While a horfe for the 24% he'll carve out white as fnow, 
We bhall find ourfelves rang’d in the rear in a row; 
And each Connoiffeur muft evince figns of wonder, 
When Benjamin’s canvals expreffes war's thunder ! 
Curling volumes of fmoak he’ll good humourdly {pread, 
Half concealing the battle and veiling the dead, 

Left the gaping admirers fhould tremble or faint, 

If fuch horrible feenes he minutely thould paint. 


Dz Worms, were deftined toa& as an army of obfervation upon Douai 
and Bouchain. Count Zaunw1iz, with 15,000 Auftrians, extended 
towards Bavais, along the Sambre, keeping an eye upon Matbeuge; 
while'a force)of 40,000 men was left to proteé&t Maritime Flanders» 
from Tournay to the Sea Coaft, under General Cuatnrart ; exclufive 
of this calcalation, was Bravtiev’s army in the Duchy of Lane 
priest ay <mgee of , 
ul c2 


| 
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Poor Verrio, who long held unlimited fway 

In the Chapel, muft now to the fav’rite* give way. 
’Tis true that his colours harmonioufly blend, 

But who can to daubs fo infipid attend? 

The Prefident’s ftyle is much more to my tafte, 
And I long I confefs, in the hall to be plac’d. 
Eight columns+ were form’d on the following day, 
The Emp’ror and King, himfelf leading the way; 


* The Aid-de-Camp was certainly well informed relative to the in- 
tended removal of the Altar-piece in the King’s Chapel at Windfor, repre- 
fenting the LaftSupper, capitally executed by the chafle pencil of Verxso. 
The other paintings condemned, are our Saviour’s Miracles, clleemed 
Mafter-pieces of that admirable Artift. The Altar-Piece now bangs in 
Seopardy, confidered as not worth repairing, w44r being bufily em- 
ployed in finifhing an equal number of Scripture Pieces, to replace 
the whole fet, 

Epwarp the Brack Prince however will moft probably retain his 
triumphal fituation in St. George’s-Hall.., » 

+ The firft, compofed of Auftrians and Dutch troops, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Hefle Darmfladt, advancing apon the village of 
Catillon, which was carried and four pieces of cannon taken in it, crofied 
the Sambre and took up a pofition at Fawril, between that river and the 
loffer £ppe,invelting Landrecies on that fide. The fecond commanded by 
Licut. General Alvintzée, confifting of the referve of the Auftriaw™™ 
army, forced the entrenchments at Mazingham and Croif¢, taking pol- 
{effion of the Bois du Toitlon and the Foret de Nouvion. The Third, (the main 
body of the Auftrians) led on by the Emperorand Prince Cosounc, 
proceeded along the Chaujé, leading from Le Cateau to Guife, 

After forcing the villages of Ribowville and Waffigné, his Imperial Ma- 
jefty detached his avant Garde, to take poffeflion of the heights of 
Blocus. The Fourth and Fifth were formed from the army commanded 
by the Duke of York, of the former his Royal Highnefs took himfelf the 
dire&ion, and the latter commanded bythelate Sir Wm. Exskiwe, when 
proceeding to gain the Bois de Bobain, met with fome refiftance at the village 
of Premont, where the French were ftrongly pofted; Sir Wm. detached 
the 2d Brigade of Britifh Infantry and. the Auftrian Curaffiers, with four 
Squadrons of Cavalry, under the command of Gen, Hanxcovr?, to turn 
their flank; while three Battalions of the Regiment De Kaunitz, fup- 
ported by a well direéted fire from the Artillery of the Referve, under 
the orders of Licut,Col. Concreve, charged the enemy in front. By 
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You'll of courfe, my dear girl, be moft anxious to know 
The fate of the Duke’s, which bore down upon Vaux, 
While | haften its valorous prowefs to tell, 

Suffice it the others fucceeded as well; 

And fure, might we judge by the firing and fmoke, 
They experienc’d that fighting was more than a joke. 
Tho’ our progrefs was check’d by defiles, deep ravines, 
And ruts, which we fill’d up with boughs and fafcines, 
When our foes caught the glimpfe of a Britith Brigade, 
They commenc’d in a fury a brifk cannonade; 

Screen’d from which by the regular flopes of the ground, 
But little annoyance we luckily found, 

Yet the fly dogs had clearly {melt out where we lay, 

As they told us by feveral fhots ricochét*. 

The Guards were direéted to florm the redoubt, [rout; 
Turn the flank of the French, charge, and put them to 
Our thanks to the flankers alone was awarded, 

Tho’ danger alike all'the troops difregarded ; 

And no doubt w find out, or fooner, or late, 

‘This diftin@iont owing to reafons of ftate : 


this maneeuvre Sir William gained the redoubts which held bim at bay, 
and accomplifhed his purpofe. ‘The Sixth, commanded by the Aufirian 
Major General Count Haddick, advanced to the village of Creveceur. 
The Seventh, underthe Hereditary Prince of Orange, moved forwards 
upon the Chaufée, leading from Le Cateau, to Cambray, taking up a pofi- 
tion beyond Beawvois; while the Eighth, under the Dutch General Geu- 
ee Bg on to St, Hilaire, a the Prince of Orange’s right 


" “Sy ooo et alas aiepecakaltd Third Wi gicibes ot Costas was 
killed, and two Privates ed: the fame thot broke the Colour. 
Staff fhort in Enfign Srezrnzws’s hand. 

+ Ou the 17th, when the Brigade of Guards approached the village 
of Vaux, they were formed ina hollow way, in four lines, the flank bat- 
tallion in front. To avoid § much as poflible the heavy fire kept up 
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But be this entre nous, {nug, quite under the rofe, 
For I’m ruin’d if ever my hints*you difclofe, 
Tho’ trifling our lofs yet how fatal one ball, 
And Car.eton*, humanity mourns for thy fall. 
Humanity! folace, and boaft of the brave ! 
Who whifpers, lefs noble to vanquifh than fave, 
Thy di€tates obeying, was brought to an end, 
A foldier who fhew’d himfelf ever thy friend. 
Night approaching, her mantle fpread over our heads, 
When gur eyes turn’d to Vaux, and our thoughts to good 
But, alas! who can ever of comforts make fure,  [beds. 
Who forefees half the hardfhips he’s doom’d to endure! 
No language can paint how fincerely we griev'd, 
When before us in flames we the village perceiv'd. 
Curling fmoak tow’rds the clouds in thick columns arofe, 
And full on our minds burft the weight of our woes, 

¥ 


from the ftar redoubt, the battallions were ordered to wheel round by 
ivifions, and make the attack upon the Rear, when the Right Com- 
pany of Grenadiers, was certainly the firft to advance, but the whole 
Brigade were formed. clofe enough behind to have come in for their 
full fhare of glory, had the French maintained their pofition. The works 
had however been evacuated ; and, inflead of sTORMiNnG, the Guards 
took poffeilion without the {mallet oppofition. 

* Capt. Carieron was heir to Lord Dorchefter’s title and eftate, his 
elder brother an Enfignin the Third Regiment of Guards, having been 
carried off a few months before by a lingering fever on the brain, The 
unfortunate young man whofe fall we have mow to lament, had been 
jut appointed Brigade Major to Col. Vyse,and owing to that circum, 
ftance was with Sir Win 11Am Exsxine’s column, (his owa Regiment, 
compofing a part of the Duke’s.) He was thot, whilft humanely en- 
deavouring to affift his orderly dragoon, whofe horfe was alarmed 
by the inceffant firing, The enemy loft in their various attacks, 
ge pieces of cannon, and muft have fuffered moft feverely; while 
only three Privates of the Britifh were killed, and an inconfider- 
able number wounded; nordid the other columns return many men 
fhort of the force they brought into the field, 
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Gufhing forth in huge torrents defcended the rain, 
Which appear'd to rebound as it fwept o'er the plain. 
Did I ever attempt a fly dafh at fublime, 

This fure would appear a moft excellent time, 

*T was beautiful, firiking, fuperb! add to thefe 

Any other choice Epithets, Lucy, you pleafe ;. 

But the night, my dear girl, I fhall never forget, 
Tho’ uncommonly grand, was moft drenchingly wet. 
And curfe on the Monfter * whofe defperate hand, 
Dar’d place to head quarters the fire {preading brand, 
Compelling us, little confulting our will, 

For refuge to fly to a neighbouring mill. 

O, lucky the man! who a fhelter could find 

From the pittilefs rage of the rain and the wind ; 

As that was a comfort to many denied, 

Who the pelting were forc’d of the ftorm to abine, 
They had leifure, however, and fcope to admire 

The awful, tremendous effeéts of the fire. 

Next morning a view of our prefent Chateau, 

Made ample amends for the windmill at Vaux; 

Nor can I exprefs half the pleafure I found, 

When told I was treading on claffical ground, 


* Some of the pandours or other foldiers of the Free Corps, which ine 
felt the Imperial Army, ever intent upon pillage and barbarity, amufed 
themf{elves by firing the village of Vaux in feveral places, driving the 
mifcrable inhabitants into the open fields, expofed to the inclemency of 
the form, and doomed to behold their dwellings reduced to afhes af- 
ter they had feen’them 1anfacked by the ruthlefs and fanguinary incen. 
diaries. His Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief, was himfelf 
obliged to apply to 2 windmill for fhelter from the inclemency of the 
night, and was little better accommodated than his troops, who were en 
Béwouac, expofed to the rain without tents or baggage. They however 
were in excellent fpirits, and confoied themfelves with what their havere 
facks afforded, drawing cloferound the fires which they bad kindled» 


wo 
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That Cambray’s boaft, in whom Gallia prided, 
The great FENELON * in this manfion refided. 
Ye Gods, if infpir'd, I could here catch a fnack 
Of his genius, to ‘rival his own TELEMAQUE, 
The Critics would trumpet me forth to the town, 
And Cape. acknowledge my works would go down. 
To proceed with my narrative. Forward we prefs'd, 
And the Dutch are enabled t the place to inveft. 
“We cover the fiege, and no doubt you will find 
In a poft or two, articles drawn up and fign'd. 
Maubeuge taken, next, mafking Lille we'll advance, 
And our ftandards unfurl in the centre of France. 
But, alas! not a bracelet, a watch, or etwée, 
Will be found, my dear Lucy, I fear @ Paris. 
So fharp the conventional Myrmidons feek 
To ferret out gold as a Don Patriotigue. 


* Feweton, the Author of Telemachus, was Arch-Bifhop of Cambray 
and frequently refided at Le Cateau, though his favourite retreat was 
Situated in the mountains of Auvernia, watered by the River Dordogne, 
which be has celebrated in his beautiful Ode, “ Montagnes de qui 
Vaudace.”” i 

+ The enemy in great force on the 19th of April, attacked Licutenant 
General De Wurms who commanded a detatched corps at Denaing, 
obliging-him to retire, and thereby gaining pofleflion of Abfcon and a 
redoubt in front, Upon a reinforcement comingup, they were however 
driven back with great flaughter. The Heflians had § officers, and 70 
men killed and wounded. i aaa r 

On Sunday the goth, the hereditary Prince of Orange made a general 
attack upon all the pofts which the French occupied in front of Landre- 
cies, and took poffeflion of a {trong sedoubt thrown up at the village of 
Elogues within 600 yards of the place, of which he immediately availed 
himfelf to cover the left flank of the trenches, opened that evening. The 
pofitions of the encampments were then changed, and the Duke’s army 
took up the ground it was intended to occupy during the fiege, which 
had been previoufly marked out near Inchi, a village on the Chaufsée, 
between le Cateau and Cambray, and as advanced a fituation as the 


LETTER VI. 


Camp at Incut, * April 26, 1794. 


Defcription of the Aid de Camp's fiud.—General Attack onthe covering Armies, 
Noble bebaviour of the Britigo Cavairy.—General Manjil's fall— 
Clairfait’s firft check. 


FROM the Champ de Battaile I’ve the pleafure to write, 
To announce a frefh vi€tory. Gods, what a fight! 
From the heights of Cateau, {nug and fafe we beheld 
Whole myriads were flain, by our cavalry fell’d. 

The dogs we have maul’d and have pepper’d them well, 
As the hacks and the ftains on our fabres will tell. 

And you'll own that the laurel my temples fhould crown, 
When I tell you five fleeds I completely tit’d down. 

For orders conveying, we gallop’d fo faft, 

‘The balls whiftled by us, and harmlefsly paft ; 

Unlucky, alas! fhould a charger fall lame, 

As the Carmagnols then at their leifure might aim. 


Britith troops had ever been in; notwithfanding which, they foon made 
themfelves perfectly at home, formed excellent kitchens, ovens, &c. and 
lived remarkably well, beipg plentifully fupplicd with provifions by the 
markets of Le ie in body of the !mperialifls wereencamped 
fo as to cover the befiegers on the fide of Picardie. 

* The troops were in this pofition (as wight naturally from their ad- 
vanced ve been expeéied), kept conftantly onthe Alerte, An 
attack was ‘upon.two detachments of Prince Cunourc’s army, at 
the out pofts, on the enit; the Auftrians repulfed their enemies with 
great flaughter, and bore off 3 pieces of cannon and a howitzer. On 
the fame day anattempt was alfo made to reinforce the garrifon of 
Landrecies, which producca a flight {ki i the camprat 
Inchi, wiicne de Wieacksoriec ikea: acelin { back upon 
Cambray. : ‘ 
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Each fteed of the warriors of yore had its bard ; 

Then fay, fhall the Mufes my nags difregard ? 

Greeks and Trojans were fung to a lyre moft divine, 
And fure of a fanza as worthy, are mine. 

Imprimis, there’s Dunxirx, at Tatterfall’s bought 

For twenty, farpaflingly beautiful thought, 

Who for fixty, dirt cheap as I’m worthy belief, 

Was fold to oblige the commander in chief. [Cornér, 
Next Frkraris, Linceries, and fam’d Car LoTTe 
With Brunswick renown’d for his fcampering away. 
A horfe in his movements furpaffingly fleet, 

Whom I’ve mark’d for my faddle on ev’ry retreat. 
Avotruus, and Exnest, Prince Joun, and the ref, 
So excellent all, none can point out the beft; 

And the poet their fame who attempts to recount, 
Should in Helicon dive, and on Pegafus mount. 

Nay then, would his numbers fall fhort of their merit, 
They fhew fo much blood, animation, and fpirit ! 

But their pedigrees a// 1 intend fhall be feen 

At full length in a certain admir’d magazine. * 

But foftly, I’ve ftarted too foon from the poft, 

And muft inftant return, or the race will be loft. 

That hiftorian in faét from his purpofe fteers wide, 
Who fails to make method and order his guide: 

And I've time at command, as the ill”, pore to fnatch 
A Sandwich, before he begins his difpatch. 

For we write them ourfelves, my dear Lucy, remark, 

As they frequently laugh’d at our ci-devant + clerk. 


# See the European Magazines from June 1795¢ 


+ Sir Jaa, ype, 
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No fat’rift. will therefore be found fuch an afs, 
As to carp at the letters we fend to Dundas, 
Nor fhall 1, though defirous, be able to fing, 
The feather the Bantom had pluck’d from his wing ; 
Which, though fhap’d to an elegant pen, muft remain_, 
Unfullied with ink, free from blemith or ftain ; high, 
"Twas fcrap'd, nicely form’d, nibb’d, and brandifh’d on 
Then grounded for ever, alas! with a figh. 
By our firing difturb’d in the midft of his nap, 

Apollo had rifen from fair Thetis’s lap; 
And inftantly darting a piercing bright ray, 
Difcover'd our foes in full march, on their way 
To our camp; all the pickets were foon driven back, 
And in filence we form’d to await the attack. 
At one glance their weak fide by our chieftain * was feen, 
As they drew tow’rds the heights thro’ a narrow ravine; 
Which a battery commanded, conceal’d from their view. 
Whence Ricochet fhot we inceffantly threw ; 
While our cavalry flanking them, charg’d front and rear, 
And the flaughter that follow'd would fhock you to hear; 
For that writer but common politenefs obferves, 
Who fpares his fair reader's too delicate nerves, 
Full fwift from the bow as the arrow departing, _[ing; 
Our men through their ranks were feen defp’rately dart- 
Yet with pride as a Briton the trait 1 make known, 
*Midft the havoc was caph ods = clemency fhewn, 

ite 

* The Duke of York bad, on i'hnapning of the 26th, obferved the 
left flank of the enemy to beunproteéted, and, by ordering the cavalry 
to wheel round and attack on that fide, afforded them an opportunity of 


gaining the higheft credit anit, Nonfat: » fo h fi 
ftir totem mpi of aber gelnaepreders 
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“Though meeting a bafe and perfidious* return, 

Such demands on their mercy compels them to {purn. 
Unequal my lyre is, too feeble my lays, 

Their prowefs to paint, far furpaffing all praife! 

And alas! we too harfhly had {poke, I’m afraid, 

Of the former delay t of our heavy brigade, 

Which Manfel this morning fo glorioufly led, 

Brave Manfel! whofe {pirit indignantly fled. 


* An advanced battalion of the enemy upon the approach of the 
Britifh cavalry, threw down their arms, and demanded quarter, which 
was inftantly gtanted. No fooner had the fquadrons left them to attack 
the main body, than they loaded their pieces, and fired wpon their ge- 
nerous conquerors, This fort of treachery has ever been confpicuous in 
the gallic heroes, though the hall of the National Convention fo fre- 
quently refounds ‘with bombaflic accounts of their good faith an@ hu- 
manity. 

+ As the enemy were known to have affembled in great force at. the 
Camp de Cafar, near Cambray, Prince Cobourg requefted the Duke of 
York would make a Reconnoiffance in that direction ; accordingly on the 
evening of the 234, Major General Manseu’s brigade of heavy cavalry 
‘was ordered about a league in front of their camp, where they lay that 
night at a farm houfe, forming part‘of a detachment under Generar 
Orro, Early the ‘next morning, an attack was made ‘on 'the Frerich, 
drawn up in front)of the village of Villers en Couchée (between Le Ca~ 
teau and Bouchain) by the 1gth regiment of Light Dragoons, and two 
{quadrons of ‘Auftrian haffars; they charged the enemy with fuch velo- 
city and force, ‘that, darting through their cavalry, ithey difperfed a line 
of infantry formed in their rear, forcing them alfo to retreat precipitately 
and in great confufion, under cover of the ramparts of Cambray, with a 
lofs of 1,200 ‘hien, and 3 pieces of cannon. The only Britith officer 
wounded, was Captain Avirtt 60 privates fell, and about 20 were 
‘wounded, 

Though the heavy brigade was formed at a diftance under a brifk 
cannonade, while the light dragoons had fgloriotis an opportunity of 
diftinguithing themfelves, there are none who canvattach with propticty 
any blame on account of their unfortunate delay, for which General 
Orro. was furely, as haying the command, alone accountable, ‘and not 
General Manse, who acted at all times, there is no doubt, according to 
the beft of his judgment, for the good of the fervice, 
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Urg’d on by reproaches, all dangers he brav’d, 

No hero of Homer's more nobly behav'd ; 

And I blufh as the direful conclufion I tell, 

To feeling a martyr! our countryman * fell. 

His death to revenge, hordes of French bit the duft, 

While Fame in her temple, with Pride rear'd his buft. 

And ah, if his fpirit fill hovers in air, 

May the praifes of Britons his forrows repair! 

Our opponents afraid to attempt the Chaufsée, 

Made a circling detour to re-enter + Cambray : 

Thus, Meffieurs les Patriotes fuffer'd feverely, 

And paid for their trqublefome vifit moft dearly. 

The Britith, to. Inchi triumphantly led 

Near four hundred prifoners, Cuapuy at their head; 
And by Congreve’s report, the good folks were fo kind, 

‘As to leave their whole park of artillery ¢ behind; 


* General Mawsex rufhing into the thickeft of the enemy, devoted 
himfelf to death, and animated by his example, that wery brigade 
performed fuch prodigies of valor, as muft have convinced ihe world, 
that Britons, once informed Som to aé, jultify the higheft opinion that can 
poflibly be entertained of their mative courage. Could fuch men 
have ever been willingly backward ? Certainly not. 

+ General Mansex’s fon, acaptain in the gd Dragoon Guards, 


anxious to fave his father’s life, bad darted forwards, was taken prifoner,, \ 


and carried into Cambray. Since his exchange, he has declared that 
there was not, of the 26th, a fngle French foldier \eft in the town, 3 
Chapuy had drawn out the whole garrifon to augment the army ‘deftined 
to attack, the camp of Inchi._ Had that circumftance been fortunately 
koown et the time, a detachment of the Britith army might ealily have 
marched along ‘Chaufsée, and taken pofleffion of the place, ere the 

5 ly have ‘returned, ‘as they had ia their retrea 







Republicans "poll 
defcribed a circuitous detour of fome n 

4 A large ¢ y of ammunition, and 35 pieces of cannon. 

Amongit them feveral of the new conitruéted tumbrills belonging to 
their flying ye ig, wages maker aaa 
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An attack the fame moment the emp’ror fuftain’d, 

But firm on his perch the fpread eagle* remain’d. 
While Bellegarde and Kinfky both daringly fell 

On their line, which, difperfing made off to Capelle. 
On their haunches the Keyfers kept clofe, till purfuit, 
Was arrefted by night with her afpeé& of foot. 

While on this fide our vi&t’ry was brilliant, complete ! 
In whifpers we heard of Clairfait + and defeat ; } 
Two founds which I grieve fhould be fuffer’d to meet. 
For furely, if ever a foldier was born, 

“His: country intended by fate to adorn, 

With truth and with pride we may venture to fay, 
That hero was found in field-marfhall Clairfait; 

All their efforts no doubt, he’ll contemptuoufly fpurn, 
And the blows they have dealt him, with int’reft return. 
On fuch trifling mifhaps we've no time to refleé, 

So adieu, I muft haften our fpoils to infpeét. 

‘Would that dinner was ferv'd, I fhall fharply fall to *t, 
And with -dainties and bumpers my fpirits recruit. 


noncers, that they might be at all times up with, and ready to ferve 
their guns, Is this invention likely to prove as ufeful to the French, as 
the Duke of Richmond’s bor/e-artillery to the Britifh? 

” They were repulfed with confiderable flaughter near Priches, and 
purfued by General Bellegarde, as far as dey-lig! would permit, in the 
neighbourhood of La Capelle, having abandos d 22 pieces of cannon, 

The Britith lof 2 officers, 1 heer aon (§2 rank and file, and 153 
horfes killed. g officers, 1 quarte:-mafter, 8 fe 8, 87 rank and file, 
and 91 horfes wounded, 6) horfes "iffing “Major General | Mantel, and 
Licutenayt Fellows were killed, Captain ‘Pigot, Lieutenant Moore, and 
Lieutenant Froome wounded, and Captain Manfel was taken prifoner. 

+ The Repub ican vifits on the 26th were general along ie whole 
frontier, from the Posen peter to the fea, They furceeded in 
foreing the pott of Moucron, took pofielfion « of Movity. wath for- 
wards wdeatimncs ge Ai me ¥ 
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LETTER VII. 


Heap Quarters, Tourway, May 4,1794. 


Surrender of Landrecits—A retrogade Movement—Abfurd German Etiquetie-~ 
A Thunder Storm—Its Efetts. 


’TIS my lot by this poft in a varying verfe, 

At once both good fortune and bad to rehearfe, 

On this fide our profpeéts are glorioufly bright, 

On that, there is feen fearce a glimm'ring of light. 
Dark threatening clouds the wide land{fcape pervade, 
The front richly glowing, the background in fhade : 
We muft fpeedily ward off the gathering ftorm, 

Or that Sombre appearance the whole will deform. 
Landrecie’s our own, and I hop’d to have ftated 

The fall of Maubeuge ; en avant to have dated. 

But, alas! when our plans were arrang’d to pufh on, 
Freth tidings unwelcome arriv’d from Moucron*, 
And the fubfequent letters from Ciarrratr receiv’d, 
Delay’d the great deeds we fhould elfe have atchiev'd. 


* On April 30, intelligence arrived of Crain rait’s having experi- 
‘enced a check at Moucron on the egth, which poft had been retaken by 
a corps of Hanoverians under Count Oyenbaufen. The French having 
poured down upon ita third time en maffe, CL ain Att, who had joined 
the Hanoverians, was obliged to retreat, and take up a pofition covering 
the Chaufsée from Tournay to Courtray; a@ retrograde movement was 
confequently eXpedted, as no time was to be loft before: Landrecies. 
The Le of Menta 1 under the command of Major General Hammer 
ions of Hanoverian infantry, and four compa- 

haved nobly. They were fummoned to fur- 
, which they peremptorily refufed, and 
ly farieeadeld: fallied forth, and cut their 


“tw the etieniy"s ranks, with fortunately but 
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A plague on that fortrefs deteftable vile, 

That neft of marauders! a plague upon Lille ; 

For a thorn in our fides we at‘al] times have found it, 
Forth vomiting fiends on the country around it. 

To plunder, lay wafte, and to flacken their thirft 
With blood overgorg’d* till quite ready to burft. 

And then when their meafure of crimes is replete, 
Weigh’d down with their fpoils to their dam they retreat. 
Who like Sin on the confines of Pluto’s domain, 
Receives in her womb her fell offspring again ; 

And as yet little good has aris’n it appears, 

From arming the rabble we flyle Volunteerst, 

We conceiv’d they’d unite their own lands to defend, 
And be able with ftarv’d Carmagnoles to contend, 
Who, no longer with pillaging Menin content, 
Towards Courtray in fwarms their fleps daringly bent. 


* The French in many of thefe predatory excurfions, were guilty. of 
the moft horrid excefles, efpecially when they fufpe&ted the inhabitants 
of having cencealed any part of their property. Pricfs being marked 
objeéts of their refentment, were frequently butchered in cold blood. 
Ever guided by caprice and whim, they at times would content them- 
felves with colleQing their booty, and retire without having committed 
any of thofe atrocities which would probably mark their next vifit. 

+ The Emperor had determined towards the clofe of the laft Cam- 
paign, to arm the Peafantry, that they might be induced under the 
idea of proteéting their own property, to aflift in covering his Fron. 
tiers from invafion. 

As Welt Flanders is extremely populous, great numbers of thefe vo- 
Junteers enrolled themfelves ; and the {mall arms taken at Valen- 
ciennes, Condé, and Le Quefnoi, were fufficient to.equip them for the 
field. But, when the grand “army advanced upon Landrecies, and the 
French came thundering down en maffe upon Cx arxrait’s handful of 
men, they were of little or no ufe. The inhabitants of the LowCountries, 
having upon all occafions, fhewn themfelves difaffeéted to the Imperial, 
Government, it was a dangerous experiment {to put offenfive weapons 
into their hands, though perbaps a want of men juftified it. Many of 
them there isno doubt in the end turned upon the Allies, and aflifted 
the French to overrun the country. 
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Where, fly dogs, they well knew there was booty in flore, 
They might riot for months *, and returning find more. 
Thank the ftars, Coufin Orange his point gain’d fo foon, 
Had Landrecies held out next day but till noon, 
However fome folks might have low’r'd and cry'd fie on't, 
We all had decamp’d, my dear Lucy, rely on’t.. [{croll, 
Then the French might have lengthen'd their favorite 
And giv’n Coz. a place in their Chant Carmagnolet. 

At midnight the mules were led forth, and the plate 
Made them crouch tow’rds the ground with its ponderous 
For Francis requefted ¢ we'd haften to join [ weight. 
Cxairrait, and our force with the Marefhall’s combine ; 
Who fatigued with freth foes pouring down without end, 
Was at length to his fafety obliged to attend. 


* Courtray was famous for a manufactory of very fine linen cloth, 
brought to fuch perfection, that famples could be produced nearly as de- 
licately woven, and as even as cambric.. The merchants had not time to 
Temove their ftock in hand, and the quantities carried off by the Repub- 
lican free booters were immenfe, and valuable in the extreme; the prime 
pieces producing eighteen fhillings per yard. 

+ The French recorded every advantage they gained over the Allies, 
in the Song called La Carmagno]. Upon the retreat from Dunkirk, 
they did his Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief the honour of in- 
troducing him as follows : 


Le D—t de Y—« s’etoit promis, 
Que Dunkirk feroit bientot pris, 
Mais fon coup a Manqué, 
Grace a nos Capnoniers, 


La CHO; © 
~ Danfors la Carmagnole, 


cide . ve le fon, . ‘ 
: la Carmagnole, 
‘ ¢ Iz fon, du Canon. 3 
+t dansk saiaaladaiatauad adtes;tidwcod 
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BY the found of retreat *, fad experience has fhewn 
The fteadieft troops in diforder are thrown : 

It conveys fuch a chill to the Veteran's foul, 

As inftantly makes him unfit for controul. 

After eight hours hard fighting the braveft will mind it, 
However, by turns foften’d down, he may find it, 

For “tis fix’d in our minds ever fince the creation, 

That the firft law of nature is felf-prefervation. 

With concifenefs, dear Girl, my narration to fweeten, 


Suffice it CLarrrart was confoundedly beaten ; 
4 


tinued for three days with unabating feverity. On the goth the garrifon 
demanded a ceffation of hoftilities for 48 hours, to draw, up articles of 
capitulation, but on account of the intelligence received from C1.Ark- 
Fart, only one hour was granted.—8e00 men furrendered ‘themfelves 
as prifoners of war; about toco of the garrifon, and nearly 2c0 of the 
inhabitants loft their lives during the bombardment, which commenced 
onthe agth, The houfes had been much damaged by fhells thrown into 
the town, though fcarce any impreffion had becn made upon the fortifi+ 
cations, At cleven o'clock that fame night, the Duke of Yorx’s army was 
in motion, 

* Crarrrart had determined to attack the enemy, upon the arrival 
of fix battalions of Auftrian Infantry he daily expected from the Empe- 
rer'sarmy. Prcuzorv awarethatafter the fall of Landrecies, CLatr~ 
Fait would receive confiderable reinforcements, was however before- 
hand with him, and advanced upon Moucron, at eight o’clock in the 
morning of the egth. The Auftrians behaved with great courage and 
their ufual firmnefs till four in the afternoon, when the orders to retreat 
were given, and is ac Tes he that it became impof- 
fible to rally them. 

At this period Gen, Bravurew gained fome esdifublwadwantages' in 
the neighbourhood of Arlons, fituated in the Duchy of Luxemburg. 
Having Ee te ae French Camp at 
Wolfberg, where they had 20,000 men, forming a part of their grand 

mountains the 


army of 52,000.—Afcending the Republicans fled in every 
Sa Rage pore ated in columns. Bravtiev re- 
_ turned 4 officers, and 360 wounded, and computed 
the lofs foltained by bi ad Peleirsems) a 


rer, with feveral borfes, ammunition waggons, and 72 prifoners, 
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And his enemies, conquerous in ev'ry attack, 

Our army on Flanders was fore’d to fall back ; 

But the Emp’ror and Cosoure both daringly prefs'd 
En avant, ftill determin’d Maubeuge to invett, } 
By ambition much more than by prudence poffefs'd. 
Our ftaff unaccuftom’'d fatigues to endure, 

Gallop’d muttering forwards {nug births to fecure. 
Defirous for once to abide by the rough of it, 

i march’d with the Guards and experienc’d enough of it. 
The firft night I brav’d, and, befriended by weather, 

Its weight on my mind might be pois’d by a feather. 

At Famars * were we halted three hours, where all woes 
Were fteep’d in oblivion by balmy repofe. 

When rous’d from our flumbers refrefhing and fweet, 
With forrow we heard the harfh Generale beat. 

*T was long ere our column was form’d, for you know 
From time immemorial great bodies move flow. 

Tho’ jaded enough, as I needs muft confefs, 

That they gave us a five miles detour you'll fcarce guefs, 
At Valenciennes againft us was barr’d ev’ry gate; 

So will’d Etiquette t and high Keyfirlick ftate. 


* The army arrived at Famars, about two o’clock in the afternoon, on 
"4 The Auftrians never upon any occafion permitted foreign troops to 
pals through their garrifoned towns, and their own co-operating with the 
Britifh, were looked upon in tbat light ; frequently in the laft Campaign, 
when the route lay in the diretion of Valenciennes and Le Quefnoi: the 
Britith army has en chat account been obliged to make longand fatiguing 
detours ; but keeping up that nonfenfical form at a time when troops were 
upon 2 forced march, ning to co-operate with one of their own ge- 
nerals, for the defence of their Sovereign’s territories threatened with 
a formidabl., invafion, was furely incxcufable, arid impolitic in the ex- 
treme, Though liable to be called into aétion for any thing they knew 
to the contrary the very next day, was the Duke of Youx's army driven 
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Our deplorable ftate, which before was conceal’ me 

From our knowledge, atintervals thus was reveal'd. 
Heres heel as Soe ihe Pealgka dog? 
There, with all its etceteras a proftrate nine pounder, <. 
With foldiers and waggons the ditches were eee ey 
With long tail Troupees, all the waters were dam'd. 

And, alas! we had nearly to monrn an event, 

That with forrow the hearts of the army had rent, | 
Lake foremoft at all times their labours to fhare, 

To their comforts attending with fatherly care, 

Had nearly a facrifice fall’n to that night, 

But pleas’d, his efcape with his perils I write. 

His ipirited charger hung back, and difmay'd, 

By the fork’d flakes of fire ‘darting round him that play’d, 
Contemning controul foam’d, and plunging with force, 
From fide to fide madly direéted his courfe, 

Till headlong he rufhed in the treach’rous foflée : 

His rider fore bruis’d long in agony lay, — 

Few able affiftance to lend, fo pitch dark feat 

Wis the aight, very Soy’ apical aamesieae. 
Once difcover’d, I’ve fearcely occafion to tell, 

All flew to his aid, for they thought on LinceLes. 
Perceiving it totally freee _ ws Res 
To proceed * 
Thro’ the fi 
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O! Lucy, what raptures I felt the next day, - 
When I faw at a diftance the fpires of Tournay ! 
My extatic fenfations no words can explain, | + 
When hail’d by the rofy gill’d fathers again. 
Thus lucky, if ever a mad volunteer, By 
I fally forth more—may, O wifh moft fevere! »_ 
May Lucy refufe all the joys fhe can give, § * | 
And banith’d from beauty a wretch may I live! } 
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LETTER VIIL 


Heav Quarrers, Tournay, May 19, 1794: 


. 


Aas Piti—Difte Wade Perils—Miraculous Efcapes. 


OH, Lucy! we've been in a terrible fcrape, 
And truly miraculous, Girl, our efcape. 
Conceive all that’s bad, then you'll" half underftand 
Our perils by fea, and our perils by land; 
And had it not been for the ficeteft of fteeds, 
You muft weeping have mounted the bombazeen weeds ; 
And, O fhocking to think of the mournful parade ! 
The nation at large been in fables array’d : 
In fables array’d, for near popp’d from the hooks 
Were the and your hero, and caft to the rooks. 
But let me my fluttering goofe quill reftrain 
In a ftyle chronologic, events to explain, 
Yet that cursed eight pounder fo near ftruck me dead, 
Thatorder and method have flown from my head. 
Before me ftill dances the Stygian Ferry, 
And grim-vifag’d Charon appears in his wherry, 
’ With his iron-fhod boat-hook repulfing my ghoft, 

As unburied my corfe on the turf had been tofs'd. 

Begone filly phantoms, I'm found as a roach, 
_ My dangers are a ooh iy Hes apergach; 
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This plan was no fooner arrang’d than prevented, ~ > 
And as matters turn’d out, we were fully contented; 
For a favorite maxim it feems with our foe, 

That the battle’s half his who obtains the firft blow. 
To be brief, my fweet Girl, ces Meffieurs Patriotes, 
Advancing drove in our Tirolians * and Croats ; 
Then menaced our left, where in ambufh hard by, 
Old Kaunitz was plac’d in a-wood, {nug and ily ; 
Like a tyger half-ftarv’d, he {prung forth on his prey, 
And forced them to croud all their fails, and away. 
But they fpeedily rallied, and little difmay’d, 

Pufh’d on in the face of a brifk cannonade. 

Again they attack’d us, again were fubdued, 

And flaughter and carnage moft horrid, enfued. . 

To our Chieftain their right unproteéted appear’d, 
And their courfe tow’ rds that flank our brave cavalryfleer'd. 
Their valonr to fing, what prefumption ising ! 

It calls for a lyre ftrung by fingers divine ; 

For fhould fulforne bombaft the pure paper deface, 
The poet would find himfelf plung’d in difgrace ; 
And tho’ Fortune that whimfical jade with a frown, 
In fhadow en maffe t throws our former renown, 


* Onthe roth of May, Sie acs the ‘Republicans commenced 
their attack upon the Duke of Yorx’s army, and having driven in the 
out pofts, attempted to gain the left flank, which was however protected 
by a thick wood, where the Auftrian regiment of Kau w1tz was pofted. 

+ However fuccefsful the fyftem adopted by the French nation, of 
forming themfelves like the ancient Romans into one immenfe’ military 
Republic, hres Dat in the end, the bear blige 

every occafion been victorious, when c ene- 
saiat. Their little fuccefsful fkirmithes rap ph ars haces 
contemplation to their countrymen, as they prove that Englith foldicrs 
have done their duty, and will in fome degree confole them for the failure 
of every effect yet made ufe of to fSubdue our Hydra-headed enemy by land. 


+ 
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She kindly determines the Britifh fhould reap ' 
Such laurels as ever their verdure muft keep. 
All the retrogade motions of ninety and four, 
We perhaps in the end may have caufe to deplore ; 
Yet let Jonn BuLw refleé& fhould he grow! and complain, 
To our cavalry this was a glorious Campaign ; 
Which nothing more Clearly can bring to his view, 
Than the honour they gain’d on the plains of Baifieu*. 
The French at one glimpfe our intentions perceiv’d, 
And with wonderful firmnefs the charge was receiv'd. 
Our fquadrons pour’d down with fuch fpirit and force, 
That they quickly difpers’d all the Carmagnol horfe; 
Still the infantry made a more fteady refiftance, » 
And their mufquetry kept our brave troops ata diftance. 
Thrice they charg’d, tho’ apparently death they embrac’d, 
Againft them fo firmly the bayonetst were plac’d. 


* Lieut. Gen. HAxcovrt was detached to turn the right flank of the 
enemy with fixteen {quadrons of Britifh Cavalry, und two of Auftrian 
Hoffars : between them and the enemy’s column of Infantry, the ground 
had been planted with rape, to prepare for which the Farmer digs deep 
narrow trenches, refembling thofe formed where celery is planted. Not 
aware of this circumftance,“our dragoons charged, and many of their 
horfes fell, (as the ground where rape is planted, is hardly paflable by 
Infantry,) which occafioned fome degree of confufion, and they were 
obliged to retreat, and make their attack upon another quarter, where 
they found the French draw up to receive themin a clofe compact 
column. ot yy pad adhe Bis 

+ Infantry, iffirm and feady, muft at, all times keep cavalry at bay. 
The front ranks kneel, and placing the butts of their firelocks firmly on 


*. 
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At length when our amuzettes order’d to play 
*Midft the thick crouded ranks of Meffieurs les Frangois } 
Took the wifh’d-for effe&, on all fides they gave way. 
Then our wary dragoons with a heart piercing fhout, 
Thund’ring down, broke the line and completed the rout. 
Right, left, front, and rear, fell_promifcuoufly hew’d, 
And the field was with limbs and lopp’d carcafes ftrew'd. 
More trifling the lofs by the Vidtors fuftain’d, 

Than ufual when ground fo difputed, is gain'd. 

You'll exclaim that this bufinefs I enter too large in,, 
And wifh that I flated our lofs as per margin *. 

By a wearied out bullet Prince Exnest was bruis’d, 
But fome herbs, N—rx affures us, in brandy infus’d, 
With a ditto repeated, and bleeding, he’s fure 

Will foon bring about a moft excellent cure ; 

And N—rnt is a man of fuch judgment profefs’d, 

That on that head our minds are entirely at reft. 

Hat Ci-nt-n, that noify that venturefome boy, 

Whole fprightlinefs tends cank’ring care to deftroy ; 


* The Britifh loft on the roth, only x ferjeant, 30 rank and file, and 
90 horfes killed. —6 officers, 4 ferjeants, 73 rank and file, and 188 horfes 
wounded, with 32 miffing. The Hanoverians on the right were attacked 
with equal vigour, but maintained their poft. Prince Exwest received 
2 contufion on the elbow by a {pent ball. Major Cris row, Aid-de-Camp 
to his Royal Highnefe, Capt. Hawxen, and Lieut, Ancuer of the Six- 
teenth Light Dragoons; Lieut. Jonxs, Second Dragoons; Cornet 
Smtr of the Royal Horfe Guards Blue; and Cornet Bown of the 
Sixth Dragoon Guards, were woutitied. ‘The feveral attacks were made 
upon the pofts of Sailli, Baifeu, Campbin, Bachi, &c. extending from 
Lannoi towards Orchies.—18 pieces of cannon, and 70° prifoners were 
taken during the day, and the enemy’s lofs was computed-at 2000, killed 


and wounded. 
+ Surgeon to the family of his Royal Highnefs, and of courfe a con- 
fiant refidentathead-quaters, = rege ti 
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Manag’d matters fo ill he near got a quietus, 

But again with his wit he'll be able to treat us, 

Yes again he the table hall fet in a roar, 

And quiz ev’ry fellow we reckon a boar ; [doube 
For his wound is a flefh wound, and Nortu there's no 
By his fatisfied nod, will foon bring him about. 

And if we may judge by his {kill at a goole, 

N—rn’s lancet of late has been often in ufe, 

For I’m told your nice Surgeons will carve to a hair, 
And he carves as he eats, till the vifitors ftare. 

But when HAt is recover’d I'll then be his tutor, 

And teach him to take better care for the future. 

The French owed to Kaunitz a terrible grudge, 

And determin’d to make the old Veteran trudge, 

For they knew that he put the firft {poke in the wheel, 
When they thought on our camp undifcover'd to fteal. 
So refolving in force to pufh over the Sambre, 

Were feen in fuch clufters on pontoons to clamber, 
That Kaunitz fell back to take up a ftrong flation, 
Well covering Mons, then in great trepidation. 

And the Carmagnols, juft as he with’d and fufpeéted, 
Purfued, where by works and entrenchments protetted, 
He was able to give them fo handfome a drefling*, 
That in future they'll fearce be fo forward and preffing ; 
Yet thefe frequent attacks on his fev’ral commanders, 
Made 2 sp es! sms nig oie caae 


3 steele, Medateta is nea the Sambre, 
obliged Gen, Kaunrrz to fall back upon Mons, in which paver ve 
was atacked on the cgth “of May. His army proving victorious, he 
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So great Cefar came poft * with his whifker-lipp’d train,” 
In wrath that they dar’d to befiege his domain ; , 
Determin’d at once to pour down in fuch force 

On his foes, as fhould foon make them alter their courfe, 
And fwore if with CLarrrair we mingled our banners, 
He’d very foon mend Monfieur PicuéGRu’s manners. 
Again on Menin and on Courtray would feize, 

When both armies:join’d on this fide of the Lys. 

To acomplifh this purpofe once more we were rous’d, 
Ere we'd felt ourfelves fettled and quietly hous’d ; 

Feus de joie, and the recent Te deum we found, 

Still flrike on our ears with a low buzzing found. 

The kind-hearted Monks ble{s’d our arms, fprinkled water, 
And pray’d we might hofts of our enemies flaughter, 
While Ferraris his bit champing, fpurning controul, 
His eyes darting forth all the fire of his foul, 

Seem’d impatient till flow preparation fhould end, 

And enable your champion his back to afcend. 


purfued the Republicans, and obliged them to repafs the river with a 
lofs, the Gazette ftates, of 5e00 men, and 3 pieces of cannon. That ac- 
count muft however have been greatly exaggerated, as the returns of 
the enemy’skilled and wounded generally are, being at all times matters 
of mere conjecture. 

* Crarrrarr was attacked and driven back upon Thielt, (between 
Courtray and Bruges,) the 11th, which determined the Emperor to give 
oe Cen of penetrating into the heart of France, till he had 
driven the invaders from his own Frontiers: to accomplifh which 
pofe it was , not only for Chainrait’s army, and that aie 
the Duke of Yoxx's command, to form a junétion, but for the whole 
force to be confolidated. eagle ing Se Corr aN age 2 his 
Brother to conduét his army near Orchies, fent confiderable reinforce- 
meth Cre ae ih Dae ae 
to put himfelf at their head, refolving to attack the enemy between 
Cuatnrair’s army and his own, feparated by the wasn res 
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Forth we inflantly fallied, as blythe and as gay, 

As the filver-ton’d thrufh in the middle of May. 

I firft by the bye, took a peep at the yard, 

And deliver’d the mules up.in charge to the guard *; 
Our column the fiftht of the army comprized, 

Which was thus with a march unexpeéted furpriz’d, 
You'd been dazzled, my love, with fuch myriads in arms, 
Who in Hyde Park Reviews find fach exquifite charms. 


* The officer on his Royal Highnefs’s guard, had ufually the honour 
of being intrufted with the care of the fumpter mules and baggage, when 
any movement took place, 

+ On the 16th of May, the grand army advanced in five columns, the 
two on the left were deftined to carry the paflage of the River Margue, 
and by driving back the French, pofted on the oppofite banks, to cover 
the operations of the g remaining columns, ordered to force the enemy 
in poffeflion of Roubaix, Watreloos, and Moucron, thereby favouring 
CLaiavait’s mancuyres to pafs over the River Lys. By the intended 
junction of the two armies, all communication between Lille ond Cour- 
tray would have been cut off, On the 17th the paflage of the River 
Marque was forced fo late, and the troops were fo fatigued that they did 
not accomplih the remainder vf the propofed plan, and the columm on 
theright under Gen. Buscre, finding the enemy at Moucron too ftrong- 
ly potted to rifque anattack, fell back upon Waercoin fur !’Ejcaut. Lieut. 
Gen, Ortos column advancing through Liers, drove the enemy from 
Watreloos, puthing on.to Tourcoin, between Menin and Roubaix, while 
that under the command of his “ae Highnefs the Duke of Yerx, con- 
fifting of feven battdlions of Britith Infantry, (the Guards, and Second 
Prat of perc ee f Heffians, with 6 fquadrons of Light 

and g of Auftr jan Huff moved forwards from Templeuve, 
enemy to evacu. i, after a fort cannonade, There 
ee rtunately killed on nearly the 
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© Waiaur of the ; 
he oe Cape Sarwan fell, and Capt. Tuoxwron loft an 
he fo 2) ~ ey Major Ws he 









4 : ‘was an officer of ‘great pro- 
it, 2 ‘univerfally regretted “by the army at large, His 
d by acannor ee bal that no furgical 

, leaf ft fervice. Lieut. Col. Luptow, of the 


cope nih ae immediate ampétation neceflary. 
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The French, as we march'’d tow’rds Roubaix from Teme 


pleuve, 
Were fpeedily deftin’d our prowefs to prove. 
We treated their pofts with a few fhot and fhell, 
And aw’d by our prefence they rapidly fell. 
Here the — would as prudence* commanded have ftay’d, 
Since the Auftrians their deftin’d attacks had delay’d ; 
But great Cxfar, puff'd up by apparent fuccefs, 
Still anxious tow’rds CLairralt’s pofition to prefs, 
Infifted we ftraight fhould advance on the foe, 
And fuddenly feize on the poft of Mouvaux. 


* The Duke of Yorx not having received any intelligence from the 
columns on his right and left, after having carried the poft of Roubaix, 
did not think it prudent to advance any further, but meant to have taken 
a pofition on the heights behind Lannoi, leaving the advanced guard un- 
der Gen. Asencromsi® at Roubaix. The orders for this purpofe were 
a&tually given, when the Emperor directed his Royal Highnefs to pro- 
ceed to the attack of Mouvaux. Thus the blame of having advanced 
this column fo near to the fortrefs of Lille, was certainly removed from 
the Britifh Commander in Chief, and the fubfequent misfortunes fuitain- 
ed by the troops, were entirely owing to the rafhnefs and indifcretion of 
his Imperial Majefty. The attack was however inftantly made by the 
4 battalions of guards, forming the advanced corps, led on by General 
Azsexcromair. After a fhort but lively cannonade, the grenadiers and 
light infantry dafhed into the village, and in taking poffeffion of it, Lieut. 
Col. Manners, who commanded the Light Infantry, was a 
wounded, The Republicans retired, leaving 3 pieces of cannon behind 
them, and were purfued by the Light Dragoons as far as Bonduet, a village 
on the Chauffée, about one league and three quarters from Lille, and 
Lieut, Col. Cavestiat- seepage rece. eereee meee 
Lieut. Gen. Asexcromuie remained with the guards at Mouvaux -— 
4 Auftrian Battalions were pofted to cover Roubaix, and the Second 
Brigade was detached to the left, under the command of Major Gen. 
inc s)he al oso th Co Oro 

near Croix.) vanced communicating Gen. OT To, 
on the heights cowards Turcoin, 
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ABERCROMBIE was deftin’d to lead on the van, 
That fteady, that brave, cool, deliberate man! 

In whom ev'ry talent is feen to combine, 

By which we the Soldier, the General define. 

His deep-mouth’d artillery ceafing to roar, 

We knew by that token refiftance was o’er. 

In a very few moments the fall we could fee 

Of that dry naked Pole y’clep’d Liberty's Tree, 
Which if we’re permitted to judge by the fruit, 
Has never in Gallia found means to take root. 
The ¢tri-colour’d banner was hurl'd to its bafe, 

And the union triumphantly wav’d in its place. 
Now, Lucy, prepare, I’m about to difclofe, 

A tale from your cheeks that muft pilfer the rofe ; 
Muft make all your beautiful hairs fland on end, 

As to perils unheard of before you attend. 

Ere Aurora had fipp’d up the dews from the meads, 
Or Apollo had harrafs’d his fire breathing fteeds ; 
Lille’s ponderous gates on their hinges creek’d loud, 
And the Frenchmen came iffuing forth in a croud, 
While flily another ftrong column drew near, 
Which, Watreoo forcing thro’, menaced our rear. 
One fingle battalion, the whole that remained 

With us, as Devay* both the others obtain’d; 


Gen, Dev Battalions were detached by the Duke 
of York, to make a diverfion in his favour, with exprefs orders to fall 
back if they however joined the Auftrians, and thus, an 

s left om his Royal right. At this moment, Lille 
licans from Moucron their way through Gen, Ortos pofition by 
Watreloo, The was thus completely furrounded, and in 


endeavours to retreat, the troops were thrown into the greateft 
I , ‘Phe guards had fallen back through Roubaix, and had paffed 
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Unable the fmalleft refiftance to make, | 
Difperfing were feen to their heels to betake. 
Thus abandon’d on all fides in vain we effay'd 
To fmell out the Firft or the Second Brigade ; 


the gates of the town, when the batt horfes alarmed by the firing, which 
was inceffant, broke in upon their ranks, kicking and plunging with their 
loads turned under their bellies; thus annoyed, the Brigade formed as 
regularly as.circumftances would permit, moving with the referve ar- 
tillery in front towards Lannoi, fuppofing that town in poffeflion of the 
Allies, The Heffians however had been driven from it with confider- 
able lofs, and Lieut. Col. Concreve was firft convinced of their retreat 
by fome French Cavalry, (who were miftaken for Heffians,) riding up to 

cut the traces of the horfes drawing the guns, which he endeavoured to 
‘to turn upon the French, the moment he perceived they were in poffef- 
fion of the town; but owing to the narrownefs of the road, and the 
clayey foil which clogged the wheels, could not effe& his purpofe, before 
the Republican Huffars accomplifhed theirs. The troops then faced about, 
and efcaped with difficulty, but the whole of the artillery fell into the 
hands ofthe enemy, confifting fortunately of only light field pieces and 
howitzers, The Battalions finding their retreat cut off were forced to 
crofs the country towards Templeuve, and fcrambled as well as they 
could to their camp at Marqu ain, with a lofs of near gco men, killed, 
wounded, and mifling. Capt. Drummonp of the Flank Battalions, was 
flightly wounded. The Auftrian Huffars encreafed the confufion, by 
riding over the eet, in every direction. Thefe Corps are certainly 
of great ue, and, thoroughly convinced of that, are at all times 
anxious to take the beft care of themfelves, poflefling very little of that 
true fteady courage for which their countrymen are generally noted, 
however valiantly they may charge and purine a. a: ihe and beaten 
enemy. 

One of the colours belonging to the Third Regiment of Guards was 
unfortunately loft, but not taken iby the enemy as-has been mis-stated. A 
Serjeant was carrying itca/ed, as is ufualon amarch; when a party of Bri- 
tith Cavalry prefling on their rear, the Battalion was ordered to open and 
lét them pafs, ina very narrow road with deep muddy ditches on each 
fide; into one of thofe the Serjeant. with the colours was thrown, 
and ftunned by the fall; upon his recovery in his hurry to overtake 
his Battalion, he forgot the colours. As we have feen no detail in the 
papers, of any pompous Conventional harrangue, upon the Republigan 
General’s having found the Britifh Colours ina ditch,we may reafon~ 
ably conclude its remains are mouldering there at this moment. 

The Second Brigade did not efcape fo well as the Firft, being. 
from their fituation to make as {peedy a retreat. Cut off from 
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Tho’ we thought we had luckily found the right {eent, 
When to Roubaix in chafe of the Second we went, 

For we winded a delicate kick’d-up ragout, 

Which whifper'd friend F--x we fhould foon have in view. 
But, alas! ‘twas our dreadful misfortune to find 

F—x was off, tho’ the {cent remain’d flrongly behind, 
And judge, as a corner we gallop’d fharp round, 

- Our furprize, when the French in the village we found, 
Yet our horfes produc’d with their feet fuch a clatter, 
That, little conceiving the truth of the matter, 

They thought we againft them were cavalry leading, 
And were taking their leave with the utmoft good breeding ; 
But they gave us a volley of mufquetry firft, 

And General de Poff Hafter's teeth cranch’d the duft, 
We wheel’d on a pivot, no time to be loft, 

And puth’d tow’rds a river, or ditch, which we crofs'd. 
In the ——’s horfe flrong fymptons of madnefs appear’d, 
For at fight of the water he {norted and rear’d; 









Guards, and it the hands of the enemy, they fell back 
upon Gen. OrTo’s c t the village of Liers; cleared their way 
through their furround’ nts repeatedly, and charged with fuch 


omentary poffeflion of fome French guns, 
No troops ever behaved with greater gallantry, and their. efcape was 
truly miraculous. The ent loft 200 men, The Thirty- 
Seventh 180; and the Fourteenth 150, Major Brown of the Fourteenth, 
was wounded and taken prifoner. Cept. Coox, Lieut. Murray, and 
Lieut. Cunyncaame of the Thirty-feveath, fell alfo into the hands 
of the enemy; Capt. Brissawe, and Enfign Przrce, of the Fifty-third, 
‘were wounded, Licuts. M‘Krns1e, of the Thirty-feventh, and Ryanp, 
Gite Birctieds ones wition “The Light Dragoons fuftained a confi- ~ 
derable lofs of men and horfes. Mr. Brapixy, furgeon to the Fifteenth, 
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And kick’d at the row tho’ often aipliéd 
Till the fpurs difap difappear’d, buried deep injeach bas} 
So his rider difmounted and plung’d in the tide 
Like a fecond Leander he beat back the billows, 
And at length gain’d dry land by the help of the willows. 
The Carmagnols judging purfuit was in vain, 
Like Hell hounds ftill eager our lives to obtain, 
An eight pounder planted, and levelling well, 
Each ball they difpatch’d from it,clofe to us fell ; 
- For the beautiful ftar they would fain have poffeft, 
Whiehedazzled their eyes on his Highnefs’s breaft. 
But, Luce, tho’ my legs to their mercy I yielded, 
Brunswick's finewy fhoulders my head fully shielded, 
For it -ruth'd on my mind, that at Norwood a witch 
Had declar’d like a dog I fhould die in a ditch; 
And tho’ all fuperftition as nonfenfe I treat, 
I fear'd her predi€tion, thofe dogs would complete. 
A-horfe* at a diftance I fpied on the fhore, 
_ And his Higheals was mounted as well as befofe. 
Our fears lent us’ wings, and we gain’d fight 
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Sure Lucy muft own provocation enough, 

Made us mention Friend Francis in terms rather rough ; 
For his obftinate folly, take notice, my fair, 

Near confign’d this poor body to birds of the air. 

Had he not mighty FrepeRick’s advice rafhly fpurn’d, 
Much better accounts I no doubt had return’d. 

Now, alas! he may blufter and talk wond’rous loud, 
But his Sun of Profperity’s fet in a cloud. 

We fneak’d back to Tournay creft fall’n and difgrac’d, 
And you'll figh as our lofs in the papers is trac’d ; 

But we've feen fome fharp fire, and we're here to relate it, 
And we'll foon into every language tranflate it. 

For in nothing on earth we more pleafure difcover, 

* Than in boafting of danger when once it is over ; 

And therefore, my Charmer, e’en chatter your fill, 

‘Talk as much of our hair-breadth cfcapes as you will ; 
But in danger, in confidence, or confternation, 

Believe me your’s, truly, without variation. 


: 


LETTER IX. 


Heav QuarTeRs, Tournay, May 23, 1794. 


Pichegru’s unfuccefsful Attempts to inveft Tournay—The Aid-de-Camp a better 
General than the Emperor—The Second Brigade of Britifh Infantry di tell 
the French of the Village of Pontachin, by Storm, and change the 
Fortune of the Day. 


VICTORIA, vigioria! ftill high hall thy name 
Britannia, be placed in the annals of fame ; 

We've paid back our foes the late drubbing they gave us, 
And thank’d them in kind, for their wifh to enflave us. 
Ere Sol* thro’ our curtains had ventur’d to peep, 
Whilft Luna yet ting’d the ftill waves of the deep, 
We were rous’d from our flumbers by diftant alarms, 
And the found of harfh drams beating loudly to arms. 
To the camp half awake then we inftantly flew, 

Our forces in order of battle to view, 

When the Van under Buscue, driven back from Efpierres, 
To the main body faft we perceiv’d drawing near ; 

For Picn’cru declar’d the firft leffon he got 

By rote, was to ftrike while the iron was hot ; 


* On the roth of May, the pofition of the Duke's army was changed; 
the referve forming in line nearly parallel to the Chauflée, leading from 
Tournay to Orchies; the reft en porence towards Pontachim, occupying 2 
out pofts, the villages of Blandin, La Main, Camphin, &c, 

The French advanced to the attack at day-break, on the morning of 
the ged; and about nine o’clock their whole force, computed at 10¢,c00 
men, poured down upon the right wing of the Emperor’s army; with 
intention if poflible of pufhing over the Scheldt, to inveft Tournay. A 
column from Courtray bore down at the fame time upon the village of 
Pieq, eyhene Senn enn spn Teeglonn ee ane pat 6 
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And true to his maxim drew yefterday nigh us 

With an overgrown force, meant to awe and defy us. 
Thus the firft opportunity flew to embrace, 

Having long caft a leering fheep’s eye on this place, 
For he’d heard of its wealth witha fhrug of amaze, 
And with’d to turn out a few red caps to graze; 

So following the blows up he’d recently dealt us, - 
Again brought his thirty-two pounders* to pelt us, 
And the fire he kept up, ev’ry moment encreafing, 
Form’d a thundering concert fublime and unceafing ; 
Our right wing long mafters remain’d of the plain, 
Retreating at inveryals force to regain. 

When the French, by the hopes of rich plundert impell’d, 
Pour’d down with intention of croffing the Scheldt, 


* The French at all times bring much heavier guns into the field 
than the Allies, ever fince that fyftem was introduced by Dumovurizz, 
atthe battle of Jemappe. Before that period, pieces of ordnance of a 
callibre, to carry balls of g2 pounds weight, were never known to have 
been ufed as field pieces. 

+ And what is it but the hopes of plunder that keeps the French ar. 
mics united? The troops it is evident have no regard for their leaders, 
as they fuffer them to be dragged daily from before their eyes to the 
Guillotine; and they repofe atruft in the Rulers of the Convention, 

merely becaufe they find their wants fupplied. Though torn from their 
cheerful hearths, from the bofom of their families, they are clothed and 
regularly paid; and while the war continues riot in luxuries in the con- 
qvered countries, at a time, when the citizens unaffeéted by the Requi- 
fitions, are flarying in the inteyior. Can it be expeéted, that 780,0c0 
men, regularly trained to the ufe of arms, will ever return peaceably to 
trim their vines, and pafs their leifure hours in thoughtlefs gaictyy ag 
heretofore ? certainly fot. The Soldiers will either feize upon the reins 
of government, and digtate ie tothe foi difant Republique, or,dividing 
pal mk free-booters, devour their own country, when no 
longer permitted gon, es bours.——-Peace to Europe— 
bese a pi aa i the exifling Government 

of the Republic by tevername diftinguithed ; and thould Prcnrexy’s 
head retain its. pofition on his thoulders, though his temples may not be 
encircled by the diadem, we may perhaps fee him reign nto” 
ar i ta with all the unboundea power of the 
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But our twenty-four pounders drawn up on the fhore, 
Indignant redoubled their bellowing roar : 

From their horrible jaws the dire meffengers fled, 

And their courfe might be mark’d by the myriads of dead ; 
From the clouds overloaded, concufs'd* by the found, 
Iffued torrents that flooded the country around, 

And tho’ lull’d was the fire by the weight of the rain, 
Encreas'd by fufpenfion, it burft forth again. 

Far too feeble my powers are, dear Girl, I affure ye, 

To paint the tremendous effeéts of its fury. 

From the ramparts of Tournay the fray was perceiv’d, 
And the hearts of the Natives all piteoufly heav'd ; 

But the prayers of our Monks at St. Martin’s were heard, 
And the fate of poor Tournay, at leaft was deferr'd ; 
Tho’ could I have popp’d in a fly word of advice, 
Believe me the day had been won in a trice; 

Juft by planting fome cannon 4 I'autre coté, 

De l’Efcautt, pres d’la Montagne dite la Trinité, 
Which wonderful ftaughter and havoc had made, 

By treating our foes with a fire enfilade : 


* It is by no means uncommon to find rain brought down by a heavy 
cannonade ; and the moft experienced Veterans in the combined ar- 
mies declared, that a more inceflant fire was never heard than was kept 
up on the aed of May. The inhabitants of Toursay defcribed the ef- 
Feéts of the artillery, to have been like uninterrupted peals of thunder, 
fucceeding each other fo rapidly, that they became united, and formed 
one tremendous roar, 

* + Sir Rosexr Lawrie when reconnoiteting with fome Light Dra- 
goons on the right banks of the Scheldt, near the village of Kain, im- 
mediately oppofite to Pontachin, (which it muft be obferved is marked 
Ramegnies, on the maps of the country,) could plainly perceive 
many of the enemy's troops that were not brought into aétion, laying 
down upon the grafs, as the French Generals ufvally keep great num- 
bers in referve, Had a few guns been planted there, they muit have ta- 
ken the Republicans in lank, and try Tome cere 
wes very, eT me he aay, wore enh 
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However my counfel was never demanded, 

As Imperial Cefar in perfon commanded, 

So had matters turn’d out, Lucy, better or worfe, 

We all muft have lauded his judgment of courfe. 
Bright Pheebus had finifh’d his tafk, and to reft, 

After al] his fatigues turn’d his eyes to the Weft; 
When our wearied-out troops were perceiv'd to remove 
From Pontachin, (previoufly driv’n from Templeuve,) 
And we very much fear’d if allow’d to remain 

In the former, the French would their objeé obtain. 
To Britons ‘twas left to recover the day, 

The Saviours to prove of their fav’rite Tournay. 

Fox again was confpicuoufly feen at their head, 

And his brave band of Vet'rans he glorioufly led! 

For if Vet’rans, dear Lucy! by praétice are made, 
What troops have had more than our Second Brigade! 
Yet the laurels they’ve reap’d. they have paid for I fear, 
For their ranks have been thin’d* with a vengeance this 


year. 
Could I now their behaviour, furpafling all praife, 
Paint in language befitting, a chaplet of bays, 

Apollo would place on my head, with a fmile, 

But fo humble my mufe, unafpiring my ftyle, wi 
Not a {prig will be deftin’d thefe temples to grace, 
While on Crufca’s, whole brooms. find a durable place. 
For a metaphor, he to the heav’ns will afcend, 

None can equal hi flights, and. but few comprehend, 
Yet accept of fu h verfe as is mine to beftow, 

And fuffice it, Sane ya Pscyinenes know. 
CLS hte’ 


only mufter 
field in 1794, 
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Ev'ry foldier on fervice, has merited well, 

Whether fearlet, buff, yellow, or blue his Jappelle ; 

Not more rapid the hawk on the fparrow defcends, 

Ere his talons the timorous prifoner rends, 

Lefs impatient the huntfman, fly reynard in fight, 
Springs forth to the chace, than they {prang to the fight. 
Not:a fhot from their pieces allow’d to efcape, 

And braving the volleys of bullets and grape, 

With the bayonet they Pontachin fore’d, and purfu'd 
Their foes, who with wonderful fleetnefs endued ; 
Tow’rds Picu’cru their road were impatient to find, 
Leaving guns, ammunition*, and wounded behind ; 
Thus their end was defeated, we’re ftill where we were, 
But, alas! I confefs all our boafting ends there ; 

For in {pite of refiftance, this Champion of France, 
When defeated on this fide, on that will advance ; 

And fcarce do our ears founds of viétory greet, 

Than they're follow’d by orders that whifper retreat ; 
And Mack has declar’d that unlefs inundation t 
Enfues, and drowns half the good folks of the nation, 


* Five hundred prifoners, and 7 pieces of cannon were taken by the 
Allies, in the courfe of the day. In florming the village of Pontachin, 
the Second Brigade loft 12g men, killed, wounded, and miffing. Major 
of Brigade Cocxrane, and Lieut, Mc‘Lean of the Thirty-feventh died 
of their wounds. The other officers wounded were, Capt. Sregp, and 
Licut. Mrrcesi1 of. the Thirty- ; Lieutenants Rostnson, Ro-~ 
cens, and Enfign Piece, of the third. The enemy's lofs muft 
have been more than doubled in the official difpatches; it was there 
computed at 12,000, and including killed and wounded, could not cer 
tainly amount to 5,000: For we know that the effets of artillery, when 
troops are not, generally {peaking, within fight of each other, is by no 
means fo dreadful as is commonly imagined. 

+ At this time it was evident that Flanders would ly fall into 
the hands of the Republicans, as there was no we of the flipu- 
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Thefe brigands, thefe ragged deteftable bands, 
Fair Belgium will wreft from the Emperor's hands. 
For matters are brought to fo defp’rate a pais 

By the would-be Republicans, rifing en maffe, 

That they talk of a ferious and early debate, 

Whether now we fhould leave it, or not, to its fate; 

If , but hark, the loud ratt’ling of footfteps I hear, 
Dinner’s ferv’d, and unlefs 1 this moment appear, 

The /fallad will vanifh, ere Tom gets a fnack, 

So excufe me, dear Girl—I muft march to attack. 





lated reinforcement of Pruffians, intended to co-operate with his Impe- 
rial Majefty. General Mack gave it as his decided opinion, that the 
fluices fhould be opened, and Maritime Flanders laid under water: This 
would have ruined the country, deftroying not only the lands, but the 
enttle, and probably many of the inhabitants ; it was therefore reje@ed. 

Good accounts had been received from Gen. Bravireu, in the 
Duchy of Luxemburg. Having advanced upon Bouillon, on the 18th of 
May, he defeated a confiderable body of French troops, covering that 
Canton, killed 1,200; took above eco prifoners, and 6 pieces of can- 
non, gaining poffeflion of the town, The coalefced army on the Upper 
Rhine, had remained uamolefted by the Republicans, and perfeétly idle 
till the 18th, when a general attack was made upon Ogerfheim, Frank- 
enthall, and the neighbouring country. On the 21fl, a Pontoon Bridge 
was thrown over the Rhine, and on the 22d, the Proffian Van croffed un- 
der the command of Prince Houenrotiz, proceeding towards the 
Duchy of Deux Ponts, and driving the enemy back upon Turkbeim, and 
Kaiferflautern, 


LETTER X. 


Hrav-Quanters, Renaix, June 7, 1794 


Timely evacuation of Tournay.—Clairfait's defeats, produftive of general retro- 
grade movements.—-Good Faith and Moderation of our Allies. 


OF thy turrets, poor Tournay! we've had a lafl view, 
To the fathers have figh'd an eternal adieu; 

Difafters have followed difafters fo faft, 

We've been forc’d to abandon St. Martin’s at laft. 

Now their linen, their laces, their filver and gold, 

Muft be all without mercy, flap dafh carmagnol’d ; ‘ 
And thofe monkeys * and tygers will wallow in grain, 
Reap fufficient to laft them another campaign, } 
And plump up their hollow lean faces again. 

What thoughOrance had purpledthe Sambret with blood, 
Though Cratrrair their repeated attacks had withftood, 


* The monkey’s sry, the tyger’s HEART. 

When the Republicans over-ran the fertile provinces of Flanders, the 
peafants were preparing to put the ficle to the grain sand rich as the 
harvett is at all times inthat ai country, it was in 1794 peculiarly 
abundant, 

» t At this period the French were befieging Charleroi, and, croffing 
‘the Sambre, had takenupa pofition near Joffclie (between ‘Mons sha Na- 
mur) to cover the fiege. The hereditary Prince of ORanex on the 16th 
June attacked and defeated them. They were driven back, and forced 
to repafs the river with a lofs, as it was ftated, of 7,000 men, 22 pieces of 
cannon, and g5 ammunition waggons. The enemy, however, a few days 
after, again croffed the river in greater mye ea were enabled com- 
pletely to inveft the place. 

Cuarnrart had been forced to fall back from Thiet apon Deynfe, 
and on the 23d, after an obftinate engagement, in which he fuftained a 
confiderable lofs of men, was forced to retreat to Ghent. we 
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By numbers oppreft, he gave way in the. end, 

Unable with odds fo immenfe to contend; 

And by retrograde motions his forces were fent 

From pillar to poft, till they fhelter’d in GuEnt. 

You remember when laft at keen appetite’s call, 

I haften’d to dinner, and fhorten’d my ferawl ; 

That I told you in council our gen’rals would meet, 
And determine if fitting or not to retreat ; 

But little we thought to have found, to his fhame, 
Prince Copoure was playing a fly double game: 

That though of fam’d chieftains he'd form’d afierce quorum, 
The matter was fix’d ere he brought it before ’em. 
Ypres * gone,—Cuarverot a bombardment fuftaining, 
Not a faint ray to brighten, our profpeéts remaining; 
Bag and baggage we mov'd without further delay, 

And fought out new ftalls for the mules at Renarx: 
Yet had we attended to Copourc, +1 ween, 

We now in the gripe of thofe devils had been 


* Ypres furrendered to the French on the 17th juadiina the garrifoa 
marched ovt on the 19th as prifoners of war. The Governor might 
Ee, have held out much longer than he did, as it was one of 


very few towns inFlanders, where the works had ‘been in fome — 


ae ae ay The plea for capitulating was a want of ammunition. 
The emigrants forming a great part of the garrifon were given up, as 
ufual, to be thot en maf. Intelligence had about this period been received 
that, on the 26th of May, Ropesriers’s had been ae in- 
phy as shelley eg = ie tore Britih 
and Hanoveri n foldiers : tine CON , 

and humane 





to be detached to at bo chee of the Sambre,) was a meer farce 
the Duke of York peeled ee aS 4a the 
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Like rats in a trap,’tis as clear as noon day, 
They'd have held up to view nos fiers guerriers Anglois. 
While the Keyfirs, fly dogs ! knew they’d no timetolofe, 
And in time flipp’dtheir own brawny necks from the noofe. 
More and more ev’ry moment we’re led to defpife 

Onur valiant, our good, and our faithful allies ; 

And fimple Jouy Butt far too nobly behaves 

To a tribe of fuch pilfering, pitiful, knaves. 

There's Fred’rick* would pick out his money, heart, foul and 
Life, to obtain a few.acres of Poland; 

And lately we hear that the pious fhe-bear, 

A few hundred thoufands expeéts as her fhare, \ 
For having growl'd forth for us many a pray’r, 

But alas! in this inflance, old adages fail, 

Or the pray’rs of the righteous would f{urely prevail. 
Great Cefar talks loud of a want of fupplies, 

And repeats in his flumbers the word ‘+ fubfidize :” 

And Pirtglays no reafon on earth can be fhewn, 

Why he fhe eo have fnacks in the fhape of a loan ; 
Referving t er in his own courts to fue him, 
And in eas of int’reft to fmafh and undo him. 

Egad, now I think on’t again, he had better 

Beware {winging cofts, and the Councelior’s letter. 


Se ane matter was debating, adja Mitenfot at this in- 
ftance of treachery on the part of the imperialiits, refufed to permit the 
Britith to remain in garrifon as bad po gap ae 5 aoe “They 
accordingly marched from Tournay on the 25th, and eres 


eee 
h Fraprxick had received 4a! fubfidy, ond lade ace 
io: a gl Pruffian joined the allies to co-operate in the protec- 
tion of Flanders. By the treaty it-was ftipulated that the extra contin- 
aaa taken the field with Craimratr, pt mepintings 
Pe ; RAS : 
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